doctrine of the gospel

I. Introduction and definition.

A. The word gospel is derived from Middle English and literally means God-spell, God’s news or tidings.

B. The Greek term euvagge,lion (euaggelion--good news, gospel) is a compound noun meaning good euv (eu--good) and avgge,lion (angelion--news or announcement), and denoted good news as opposed to bad news.

C. It is first used outside of the New Testament to denote the reward that was given to a messenger that brought good tidings; it later came to refer to the message of good news itself.

D. It was a technical term used for the good news of victory (ISam. 31:9), and came to be used in the cult of the Emperor, whose birth and/or accession to the throne introduced a new and prosperous era.

E. In the New Testament, it was used to denote the good news of God’s Kingdom, which would subsequently be understood to focus on the ruler of His Kingdom, Jesus Christ His Son.  Matt. 4:23

F. It came to comprise the teachings about Jesus Christ as having suffered spiritual death on the cross to procure eternal salvation for men; this includes the associated matters of His resurrection, exaltation, and His eventual return in majesty to establish God’s Kingdom on earth.

G. The gospel, or good news, is used technically to refer to the message of salvation Ph1; it is the best news that unregenerate man can receive.

II. The boundaries of the gospel.  Rom. 1:1-4; ICor. 15:1-4

A. Since the gospel is by definition good news, it does not include the fact that people are sinners; that reality is taken as a given.  Rom. 3:9,23
B. The gospel was always a part of the eternal plan of God, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets.  Rom. 1:2; Lk. 16:16; Jn. 1:45; Acts 28:23

C. However the full manifestation and proclamation of the good news awaited the specific time in human history, which God had predetermined in eternity past.  Rom. 16:25; Gal. 4:4; IITim. 2:10
D. The original good news about the Kingdom of God was offered to the Jews at the First Advent by the King Himself.  Matt. 4:23, 9:35

E. However, while the original good news was directed toward the Jews, they rejected the offer, postponing the earthly kingdom and, as a result, making the gospel freely available to the Gentiles.  Rom. 11:28; Eph. 3:6

F. In First Corinthians 15:3-4 Paul defines the parameters of the good news.

1. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; His death refers to His spiritual death for sins and not His physical death.

2. He was buried, which does refer to His physical death, which was also a fulfillment of the Scriptures.  Isa. 53:9; Matt. 27:57-60

3. He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  Ps. 16:8-10; Acts 2:31

4. His post-resurrection appearances provided tangible proof of His resurrection.  ICor. 15:5-8

III. Various phrases and their significance.

A. The gospel of Jesus Christ.  This emphasizes that He is the focal point, the object of the good news; His person and work forms the content of the gospel.  Mk. 1:1
B. The gospel of God.  Emphasizes God as the source of the good news, as opposed to human origin.  IThess. 2:2; Gal. 1:11-12

C. The gospel of glory.  This emphasizes the fact that the good news is consistent with God’s glory/essence; it also indicates that believers are to share in future glory.  ITim. 1:11; Col. 1:5
D. My gospel/our gospel.  This is designed to emphasize the personal involvement of the communicator of the truth; the subjective genitive indicates that believers proclaim the good news.  Rom. 2:16; IThess. 1:5  
E. Gospel of peace.  Stresses the doctrine of reconciliation; the gospel brings peace with God.  Rom. 5:1; Eph. 6:16  
F. Gospel of the grace of God.  Points out that the good news about salvation is a matter of God’s grace (free and unmerited) and not human works, merit, or achievement.  Acts 20:24  
G. The gospel of the kingdom.  Emphasizes the good news about the coming kingdom, particularly as it relates to Israel.  Matt. 9:35  
IV. Observations on the presentation of the gospel.

A. Current and future communicators of the gospel.

1. The pastor-teacher, on a limited basis, as is appropriate.  IITim. 4:5

2. All believers in personal witnessing.  Eph. 6:15

3. An angel.  Rev. 14:6

B. The office of evangelist (Eph. 4:11) was a temporary office, as were the offices of apostle and prophet; however, this office is not extant today and the function is to be fulfilled by the pastor-teacher as necessary.  IITim. 4:5

C. All evangelism must be empowered by the Holy Spirit.  IPet. 1:12b

D. The gospel must be kept as simple as it is; cluttering the good news with philosophy or other human systems of wisdom (or anything else) is not profitable and detracts from the good news.  ICor. 1:17

E. While the gospel does not emphasize the fact that people are sinners, it certainly takes the reality of personal sins into account; it does emphasize that Christ’s death was the result of man’s sins.  ICor. 15:3

F. The gospel is to be presented without cost; one should never make money an issue when dealing with unbelievers.  IICor. 11:7

G. The believer should avoid any tendency to be ashamed of the good news, even though most of the world thinks the gospel to be foolish.  Rom. 1:16; IITim. 1:8
H. The initial command to the eleven apostles should not be taken out of context and applied to all believers indiscriminately; believers in the local church are not responsible for taking the gospel to the entire world, but to bear witness in the niche God has provided.  Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8
I. However, believers are responsible to have an answer for anyone that might ask about the hope the gospel has provided.  IPet. 3:15

V. The gospel is the message of salvation and is the same in every dispensation.

A. It is evident that progressive revelation has added to the knowledge of what is involved in the good news of God’s kingdom; nevertheless, faith in God’s revelation of the good news is the source of eternal life.  ICor. 1:21

B. For Adam and Eve, it was simply a matter of believing the revelation they had been given concerning the coming seed of the woman.  Gen. 3:15

C. Abraham, David, and all other Old Testament believers received salvation by faith in what revelation they had been provided about the coming Messiah  Rom. 4:1-8

D. Since the First Advent, people now place their faith in the person of Jesus Christ, who has completed His mission with respect to sin.  Jn. 1:29, 19:30

E. When one simply believes the gospel, he receives salvation in a once-for-all action.  Acts 16:31

1. The entire sentence is a clear example of the Greek conditional imperative, in which the imperative is used to state a condition (the protasis) on which the fulfillment (the apodosis) of another verb depends.

2. The structure is almost always found as imperative + kai, (kai--and) + future indicative, expressing the idea that if X happens then Y will logically happen.

3. The aorist imperative of pisteu,w (pisteuo—to believe) views the action as a summary command that is fulfilled at a point in time.

F. The gospel then stresses the reality of eternal security; once God has made believers His children, He will never abandon them.  Jn. 1:12, 10:27-30; Rom. 8:38-39; Heb. 13:5
VI. Satan and his emissaries are enemies of the good news, promoting a false gospel.
A. Satan is the enemy of mankind and will do anything and everything he can to hinder the dissemination and understanding of the gospel.  Lk. 8:12

B. While he cannot effectively keep anyone that is positive from obtaining salvation (Jn. 6:37, 17:2), he certainly works tirelessly to obscure the truth.  IICor. 4:3-4

C. He uses men that have been influenced by him and/or his demons to promote doctrines that conflict with the true gospel.  ITim. 4:1ff; IICor. 11:4,13-15

D. One distortion of the truth is the false gospel that tends to focus on human works.  Gal. 1:6-7

E. These men, and their satanic gospel, are under a curse.  Gal. 1:8-9

F. Distortions of the gospel include the following:

1. One must publicly confess Jesus Christ in order to be saved.  Rom. 10:9-10

2. One must be baptized to be saved.  Acts 2:38  
3. Paul denies that baptism is necessary for salvation.  ICor. 1:17

4. One must repent, which many define as feeling sorry for their sins.  Acts 3:19

a. The word metanoe,w (metanoeo—repent) does not mean to feel anything, it means to change the mind, to think differently.

b. The Greek term metame,lomai (metamelomai—to experience remorse, feel sorry) is clearly used of Judas and he still went to Hell.  Matt. 27:3
5. Salvation comes through believing in the existence of God.  James 2:19
6. One must engage in good deeds in order to procure salvation; this confuses Ph2 sanctification with Ph1 justification.  James 2:24
7. Keeping the Mosaic Law, the 10 commandments or all of it, will assure one of a place in Heaven.  Rom. 3:20,28
VII. The gospel is the message of good news that eternal, secure salvation has been freely provided by a system of faith in Messiah; a person cannot and does not have to do anything to earn God’s grace or favor except believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jn. 1:12, 3:15-16, 6:29, 10:27-29
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